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DN 'rHE OCOVRENCE OF PRECIOUS S'rONES IN THE DRIFT.
GARRETT A. MUILENBURG.

·•

The subject of precious stone~ in the glacial drift is brought before
the public from time to .time by the report o.f gems being found accidentally either in or upon the drift. Most of the gems are diamonds
.and occasionally are of considerable size and v'alue. No diamonds have
been reported from the drift of Iowa. Several of ·good ·quality have
been reported. from Wisconsin while others have been found in Michigan,
Ohio and Indiana. Professor Hobbs in h~s book on, "Earth Features
and their Meaning," p. 307, tells, in discussing the diamonds of the drift
<if one stone in particular which has become famous and has been the
subject of a costly law suit. The stone in question was found by a
farmer in digging a well. Being ignorant of its value he sold it to a
Milwaukee jeweler for the sum of one qollar. The jeweler sold it to
the Tiffany's for a considerable sum and when the real value became
known the farmer started suit to recover. The Supreme Court of
Wisconsin :finally decided that the jeweler and not the farmer, was
entitled to the price of the stone, since the latter had been ignocrant of
its value at the time of purchase.
So far as the writer has been able to learn, diamonds have been the
cnly valuable gems found in the drift of North America, until the
summer of 1912, when a sapphire was found in the gravel along the
shore of Lake Okoboji, Dickinson county, Iowa. In appearance it was
very much like a piece of blue bottle glass but its superior hardness and
i)eculiar luster, together with the fact that it was worn smooth and
round, attracted the attention of the finder and led him to suspect that
it might have some value. Subsequent examinations showed it to be a
sapphire of good quality. The stone was cut by Mess.rs. Jurgens and
Anderson of Chicago, and weighed, when cut, one and three-eighths
carats. It is of the cornflower blue variety, which is most prized as a
gem, and has the remarkable velvety luster which gives to a sapphire
its value.
Doubtless there are thousands of precious stones scattered through the
drift, but no systematic search for their recovery can be undertaken,
because the glaciers in passing over the .~country, have scattered them
everywhere, and it is only the occasional one that is found. When more
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have been found it may be possible, at some future time, by plotting the
localities on a map, and by projecting lines northward in the direction
from which the ice advanced, to discover approximately the location of
the parent ledges. In all probability there is to the north, in Canada, a
diamond-bearing peridotite or other igneous rock which is as yet unknown.
Our sapphire originally may have come from the famous sapphire
region around Yogo Gulch, Fergus couµty, Montana, and may have been
washed down by the waters of Misssouri river, picked up by the ice and
later deposited in the place where it was found. It is more probable,
however, that there is an unknown sapphire field far to the north, from
which the Okoboji stone may have been transported.
GEOLOGICAL LABORATORY,
STATE OF
UNIVERSITY

IowA, IowA CITY.

https://scholarworks.uni.edu/pias/vol21/iss1/29

2

